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A Particular and Ex: Atcount of the Trial of Mary Compton, . the Bioody 4nd moſt Crue! Midwife © AM 
of Poplar: As & of her Mid, Mary Compton he Founger; who were both Aryaigned itt ome 

FF Trdiftment for Felony and Murder, in D:ſtrezing, Starving to Death, and Famiſhsap ſeveral - 


* Poor Infant Babes: As alſo Ann Davis,as Acceſſary. 


Clock in the Morniag, the was brought down tothe 


| Sefſions-houſe upon a Porters Back, being very Lame: 


& N Thurſday the firft day of the Seſſions, about Ten a 
r 


in her Limbs, and 'was ſer to the Bar in'a Chair, her 

Maid Rtanding by her, ©. After which , filence being com- 

manded, and the uſual Proclamation being made, the Indi&ment 
was read, 38 fo!loweth. | Ke 

Clerk reads, Mary Compton the Elder, hold up your hand : Mary 


; Compton the Younger, hold: up your hand, [which they did ] 


Tou ftand Inditted by the Names of Mary Compton rhe Elder , 


k Widow; end Mary Compton the Thunger, Spinſter, of the Pariſh of 


Stepney, #z the Connty of Middleſix , for that you Two not having 
God before yonr Eyei, but berng moved and feduced by the Devil, the 


«'2Bth day of February, in the fifth year of the Reign of our Sovereign 


Lord and Lady, the King and Queen , at the Paviſh aforeſaid, and 


| County aforeſaid ; in and «pon a Female Infant Child, under the Age 


of twelve Months, Feloniouſfy , Wilfu ly, Malicrouſly, and Devil:ſh ly, you 


2). ord. 163 3. 


that came in, gave itſome Milk Afﬀeer this the Church- 

and Overſeers warned her out of the Town, for which they ha 
no thanks from the Court; being told; That it was their Doty 
to have taken particular care of poor Children. Abour the 2oth 
of Auguſt Jaſt, there was a Complaint made to the Miniſter of 
the Pariſh, by ſome of the Neighbours, that rhe Children wants 


- ed Suſtenance, and he ſent them ſome Rehef, and 3 Children 


were put out from her ; two of them conld go about the Houſe, 
and one lay in a Cradle, which died about 3 days after it was 
removed to another Nurſe. The Nurſe coming to the Midwifes 
houſe to tell a lirtle Boy (aged about'7 years) that the Child 
was dead, and he muſt go to the burying : by, ſays the Boy, 
there is one Child, a Brother of mine, lies deadin the Cellar take them, 
and bury them both together, This raiſed a great Conſternation, 
and mighty Jealouſy in him and the reſt ; inſomuch, that they 
made a diligent ſearch in the Cellar, in every hole and Corner, 
and at Jaſ{t on a Shelf in an Hand-basket , there thz-y found two 


Chi:dren dead with the Maggors - crawling about them , 
to the great Terror and AmaZement of all that beheld fo 
dre. dful a ſight. So he askt*the Maid, (ſhe being in the Houſe, 
bur the old Woman was gone abroad) what Victuals- ſhe gave, 
the Chi!dren ; and ſhe ſaid, ſhe had nothing but Cheeſe; Whar 
do you do for Drink : Why, I give it Water. What if vou can't 
ger it? Then, ſays ſhe, we muſt go withour it: And where is 
your Nurſe? Why, ſhe is gone to fetch us ſome Bread, but ſhe 
never came at them. And the two Children rhat were found 
in the Hand-hasket, were quite rotten, and almoſt a hatful of 
Maggots and Vermine came rumblingvur of their Beliies, and 
it could not be diſcerned whether they were Male or Female, 
they had lain there ſo long, thar they dropt'to _—_ when the 
Basket was firſt opened, and ſtunk ſo prodigioutly, that no one 
was able to bear ir. Then they dug int the ſame Cellar,” and 
there they found the Bones and Skulls of another Child or twoz 
there were two pieces of Skulls found, one of them was pretty 
dry, and the other was freſh, and the Brains lookt white, and 
ſtreaks of Blood appeared in it, as if it had not been long burt- 


3 did make an Aſſault ; and that you-the ſaid Mary Compton ih? E\- 
* fer, afrerwardas between the faid 28h day of February, and the 20th 
i. day of Auguſt /aft paſt, you d'd not allow to the ſaid Female Infant, 
k ſufficeent aud wholeſome Suftenance, and neceſſary Nouriſhment to ſuſtain 
Þ its Life, by Teaſon of which the ſaid Infant for want of Nouriſbment 
| did languijb, and lived languiſhing until the 20th day of Auguſt, on 
* . which 20th-day of Au gult the ſaid Infant for want of due Suſtenance, 
| and wholſome Nouriſhment, did Periſh and Dye. 
) - And that you the ſaid Mary Compton the Y unger, was preſ-#:, 
| Abetring, Ading, and 4ſſiſting to her the ſaid Mary Compton the 
Elder , in thus Feleny and Murther committed by her the ſaid Mary 
} Comprton- the Elder , againſt the Peace of our Sovereign Lord and 
' Lady. the King and Quecn, thei Crown and Dignity. How ſay you, 
} Mary Compton the Elder, ave you guilty of this Felony and Murder, 
: whereof you ſtand indifted, or not guilty? J -- 
Mary Compton the Elder, Not guilty. 
+ Clerk, Mary Compton the Younger ; How ſay you, are you guilty 
* as Acceſſary ro the belony. and Murther committed by her the ſaid 


Mary Compton, or zor guilty ? 


Mery Gon:pton the Younger , Not guilty. 
Clerk , Nox ſtand a Second time lizewiſe Indifed for the Murther 


1 of a Male Child in the like" pranney : are you guilty, or not guilty * 


Mary Campion the Elder, Not guilty. 

Mzcry Comp:on the Younger. Nor guiley.: 
| Clerk, You ftand a Third time mditted by the ſame Names , for 
the Murder of Joha Compron, ay infant, -+n like mannery viz. in 
wt allowng him ncceſſary Suftenance and Nouriſhment : How ſay you, 


ed. This was Drake's Evidence. 
Cour:, Old-Woman, will you ask that man any queſtions? 
Midwife, He is the greareſt Rogue in England, a wicked Liar: 


Then Dante! Parnel was produced , Overſeer of the. Poor of 


Poplar, who depoled, Thar he was preſ.nc at-the ſame time with 
Drake, and the reſt : and what Drake had depoſed, was matter 


of fa&, and the rery certhy;” d-thar he ordered one Mrs. Greens... 


wood to look to the Children; and that the Old Woman had lj- 


ved there about rhree years, and that he ſaw the Children that 
were found in the Hand-basker , and that the Maggots pour'd 
our at the Eyes of them, they were fo rotten, which he 
ſaijd was a molt dreadful fight co behold; Lord ! what Woman 
wou!d, be ſo Bloody, ſo Monſtrous, fo Cruel, ſo much berefr of 
all Humanity, all natural AﬀeHtions, worſe than the Bruit Beafts 
thar perith; the very Wild Beaſts of Prey'take- care for rheir 


!. arg you guilty of ru Ribny' and Murder , or not guilty? 

i Ma»y Compron the Blder . Noe gullry. 

+ Mary Gonpton the Younger, Nor guilty. | 

 Clertt, Nu fend a Forth time indiffed for the Murther of one 
Ann Compron, an Infant, in l:ke manner as the former. How ſay 

7 you," ahe gb gu1ley of thu Felony and Murther, or not guilty ? 

 . Maty Compron the Elder, Nor guilty: 


j 


© . --Mitny Compren the Younger, Not guilty. 
\ Glarkp, Guprit, How willyou be tried? 


Praſaners, By God and. our Country. | 

Clerk, Gad ſend you a:good Deliverance % 

On #:4ay Nightaboyt Six a Clock, the Priſoners were brought 
to the Bar a ſecond time ;.-and the Jury ſworn to try the Cauſe, 


were,theſe Gentlemen, whoſe Names follow ; 
* Wikkiem Dynn, £14; -Fobn Green, 
L Henry Ruſſel, | 
q Gilhert Herring, 
”. Nucholas Clark, 


ohm Biſcoe, _ 
Robert Hopkins , 
John Hall, William Jennings, 
| Thowas: Duncks, | Will Gunſtone, Gentlemen. 
Theg tbe King's Coroner for the. Couaty, called che Evidence 


Jolm- Groves , 


- for the King and Queen, which wers the Church-Wardens, 
' Overſeers of the Poor, and others, rhe Inhabitants of Poplar, £©o 
- the number of 12 or 15. who were all ſworn; and the firſt char 

gave Evidence , was Richard Drak;; but before he began, the 


rd Chief Juſtice Hol;, who tried the Cauſe, ſpake ro rhe Mid- 
wife to mind what was ſaid againſt her ; ordering the Keeper 


: of the Jay} to let her know (ſhe being a lirtle dull of hearing) 


; her to. hear 


that. ſhe was now upon her Life, and. therefore it did concern 
the Evidence. | | 
Then Drake depoſed , Fhar a little time before Whitſuntide 


" laſt he was coming by the Midwifes Door in Poplar abour Nine 
. or Ten a Clock at Night, and hearing a great noiſe, he went 
into the Houſe to fee whit was the matter ; and when he came. 
- In, he found the Priſoner, Mary Compzon the E!der , much dif- 

guif?d. in Drink, and the Children crying abour her for-Bread. 


And he askt her, why ſhe did nar give them ſome Victuals? 


And he looking further into the Houſe , to ſee if there were 


any Foad, he could find nothing, neither Bread, Buter, Cheeſe, 
nor no manner of Suftenance wharever ; and there was a liztle 


Infant in the Cradle, tearing, rending, and yawning irs Mouth- 


to and fro for lack of Nourilhment ; and a Neighbour hard-by 


young Ones, and yet this wretched Creature had no mercy on 
thole poor Innocent Babes.. Oh! what manner of Account can 
ſhe give ro that offended and juftly Incenfed Judge , both of . 
Hzaven and Earth, the Lord Jehovah ; before whoſe Judgment- 


'Seat ſhe muſt ar Jength appeary.to anſwer forthe Bloodſhed. Oh ! 


that all, Mothers and Nurſing-people would be warned by fuch 
an unparallell d Example as thig, &c.- 

Mr Parncl! went on, and declared, That he ſaw the pieces of 
Skulls likewiſe that were dug up in the Cellar, and one had hair 
upon it ; and that when the beard the Children were found, ſhe 
ſent 41 Davis to pay the Rent for the Houſe (which was 7 7, 
per Anmnum) and to get the Children away, but ſhe came roo 
late j and that ſhe had reported that the had buried a $8«- 
man's Wif:'s Child in tae CeHar; 'and* that he ſaw che 
three live Children in the Houſe; and that they run up and, 
down ina Holes and Corners, and were in ſuch aſad concution, 
that no'morral man never ſaw before; and one lay itt the Cradie 
gaping 'for Food, and when it came to have ſome warm Sufſte- 
nance, it died; it thrult the Lips on't out,and made whar tign: 
it could, bur it could not ſpeak ; and ir war;paſt crying. it was 
fo weak,; and that it was about a quarter old when it dyed. 

The next Witneſs was Mrs. Greenwood ; who, depoſed, That 
ſhe took the Child that was fourd in the Cradle, ro nurſe, the 

18th of Auguſt laſt, from the Church-warden ; and when ſhe 
had ir firft, jt was in a manner-dzad ; and when ſhe had it to her 
Houſe, the firſt gave it ſome Milk, and then opened the Head 
of it, and the Head-cloaths were perifhed cloſe to the Skull, and 
ſtuck in the Fleſh ; and rhe Ears of ir wereas it were rotten, and 
ready to drop 6f, and ſtunkx moſt loarhſomly*for want of look- 


ing «frer; -and the very Skin upon' the Back, and the Lips and + 


Breeca of the poor Child came off with the Clouts ; and there 


were perfett holes ro be ſcen in the Hips of it; and that it was © © 
her Opinion, That ir was perfettly ſtarved to death; abd that” 


it died within three days aftcr the had it. - The _: 
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